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Introduction

The current edition of the COPLAC Data Profile has been revised to incorporate feedback from 
Institutional Researchers after the June 2013 COPLAC meeting in an effort to provide more current data 
for information based decision making.  We would like to thank J. Lynn Boyce, past COPLAC Data 
Profile Coordinator, and Bill Spellman, Director of COPLAC, for their assistance in the revision 
processes and metrics.  

There are nine sections to this report which consist of the following: Admissions, Enrollment, FTE & 
Student to Faculty Ratio, Degrees, Graduation & Retention Rates, Faculty Salary & Compensation, 
Endowment, Tuition & Fees, and Financial Aid. Additionally, there is a data dictionary that notes the 
source and timeframe of these data.  Whenever possible, the intent has been to use routinely collected or 
reported data for consistency and efficiency.  In order to ensure that these values are meaningful and 
representative, each average was calculated only if at least two-thirds or 17 of the 26 COPLAC 
institutions had provided data for a given indicator. 

This report was made possible through the hard work and patience of the Institutional Researchers at the 
COPLAC institutions.  As this is the first year of the revised data collection, the processes and metrics 
will be reviewed for continual improvement of the Data Profile.

COPLAC Institutional Researchers 

Data compiled by: 

Elizabeth Clune-Kneuer 
Associate Director of Institutional Research 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland  

Dear COPLAC IR Colleagues: 

I wish to thank everyone for their contributions over the past year, beginning with the meeting at 
Shepherd University in June 2013 and continuing with suggestions for improvement throughout the 2013-
2014 academic year. My very special thanks to Elizabeth Clune-Kneuer at St. Mary’s College for keeping 
this a highly inclusive and collaborative process, for incorporating so many good suggestions into this 
comprehensive and user-friendly document, for the gentle reminders regarding mutually-agreed 
deadlines, and for many hours of volunteer labor in the service of our consortium. 

Bill Spellman 

Director, Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges 
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