BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

· George Washington Carver (1864-1943), agronomist, scientist, and educator who produced more than four hundred products from the peanut, potato, and pecan, became the first black scientist memorialized by a federal monument in the United States.  In 1953, the United States Congress authorized the establishment of the George Washington Carver National Monument.  It was erected on his birth site near Diamond, Missouri, and dedicated July 17, 1960.  His scientific work improved the quality of life for millions of people and enhanced agriculture in the South.  He took his mule-drawn “movable school” on weekend visits to impoverished farmlands to teach poor farmers to raise, improve, and preserve foods. Dr. Carver told Southern farmers to plant peanuts, clover and peas to restore the earth’s minerals.  He then discovered many new products to be made from the peanut which helped the South prosper again.  Carver was born a slave.  In 1894, he became the first black to graduate from Iowa State College.  He joined the faculty of Tuskegee Institute (now University) in 1896, where he developed a program of research in soil conservation and crop diversification. 

