BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1977 * Alex Haley (Alexander Murray Palmer Haley) (1921-1992) became the first black to win a Pulitzer Prize for Roots. When he was six weeks old, Haley and his mother moved to Henning, Tennessee, where they lived at her family home.  In 1939, after two years of college, he volunteered in the United States Coast Guard.  Haley devoted much of his free time to reading, writing letters, and writing adventure stories.  The Coast Guard created the position of chief journalist for him in 1949, and he retired ten years later to become a full-time writer.  In 1962 Playboy magazine retained Hailey to write a series of interviews, including an interview with Malcolm X, which in 1964 led him to write The Autobiography of Malcolm X, a bestseller that outsold Roots.  Haley launched upon a twelve-year venture to track the ancestry of his mother’s family. His search eventually took him to Gambia in West Africa, where his fourth great-grandfather, Kunte Kinte, had been born. Blending fiction with fact, Haley wrote Roots:  The Saga of an American Family.  Published in the fall of 1976, the work brought him prompt renown.  Haley received in Pulitzer Prize, a National Book Award, and numerous other honors.  The book was translated into thirty languages.  The ABC television network telecast of “Roots” in an eight-episode miniseries was one of the most watched television events ever.  

