BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1920 * Andrew “Rube” Foster (1879-1930), a former pitcher, organized the first successful black professional baseball league, the National Association of Professional Baseball Clubs, usually called the Negro National League, on February 13.  (The International League of Independent Baseball Clubs, with four black and two white teams that lasted one season in 1906, and in 1910 the National Negro Baseball League that collapsed before a single game had been played.)  The Indianapolis ABC played the Chicago Giants in the league’s first game.  Foster insisted that all teams in the league should be black controlled with the one exception of the Kansas City Monarchs.  The league ran into difficulties in 1926 when Foster became ill and it collapsed in 1931, a year after his death.  A new Negro National League was organized in 1933, based on a number of strong teams controlled by men in the numbers racket.  Donn Rogosin wrote, “The Negro National League meetings were enclaves of the most powerful black gangsters in the nation.”
Players from Black Leagues in Baseball Hall of Fame

Year






Name

1971





Satchel Paige
1972





Josh Gibson
1972





Walter “Buck” Leonard
1973





Monfors “Monte” Irvin

1974





James “Cool Papa” Bell
1975





William “Judy” Johnson
1976





Oscar Charleston
1977





Martin Dihigo
1977





John Henry “Pop” Lloyd
1981





Rube Foster
1987





Ray Dandridge
