BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Dean Charles Dixon (1915-76) was the first black to conduct the New York Philharmonic at the age of twenty-six and was possibly the first black American recognized as a symphonic conductor of international stature.   He was the first to hold permanent positions for long periods with symphony orchestras, and toured worldwide as a guest conductor.  Born in New York City, Dixon was educated at Juilliard School of Music and Columbia University Teachers College.  Dean Dixon grew up in New York City and attended concerts with his mother when he was only three years old.  His mother arranged for him to take violin lessons at an early age.  While Dean was in high school, he organized an orchestra that met at the Harlem YMCA.  There was no discrimination in Dean’s orchestra, which became the Dean Dixon Symphony Society.  Throughout his career, Dixon inspired others to pursue careers as musicians and composers.
