BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-   ), poet and novelist, was the first black to win a Pulitzer Prize for her book of poetry “Annie Allen.”  She became established as a major American poet, and in 1976, she was the first black woman inducted into the National Institute of Arts and Letters.  A sensitive interpreter of Northern ghetto life, she began to write poetry at age seven; her poems were published in the Chicago Defender.  From 1969 on, she has promoted the idea that blacks must develop their own culture.  She changed her writing style in an effort to become accessible to the ordinary black reader.  She was poet laureate of Illinois for sixteen years, and is poetry consultant to the Library of Congress.   In 1989 she received a lifetime achievement award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Gwendolyn grew up in the Chicago suburb of Bronzeville.  Education, art, and music were very important to Gwendolyn’s family, and she was encouraged to express herself through writing.  Her first poem was published when she was only 13 years old.  Her poems portray the lives and suffering of inner-city African-Americans.  Some of her poems are especially appealing to children.   
