BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Lorraine Hansberry (1930-1965) gained fame for writing “A Raisin in the Sun.”    Lorraine Hansberry was the first black to win the New York Drama Critics Award, for “A Raisin in the Sun,” in May 1959.  The play was the first on Broadway written by a black woman, and the first serious black drama to impact the dominant culture.  In 1973 the musical Raisin, a revival of her play, won the Tony Award for best musical.   Born in Chicago on May 19, 1930, she studied at the University of Wisconsin and the Art Institute in Chicago.  In addition to plays, Hansberry’s works included poems, articles, and books.  Lloyd Richards, who directed Lorraine Hansberry’s “A Raisin in the Sun,” was the first black director of a straight play on Broadway.  He was dean of the Yale School of Drama from 1979 to 1991.  “A Raisin in the Sun” is the story of a black family living I a white neighborhood.  Lorraine Hansberry based the play on her experiences as a child growing up in Chicago.  Those experiences also led her to write and give speeches about civil rights.  Lorraine Hansberry died of cancer at the age of 34.

