BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Benjamin Banneker (1731-1806) was the first black man to issue an almanac.  The series continued from 1792 – 1797.  Banneker was born in Maryland, where he became a tobacco farmer. As a result of his interest in mathematics and mechanics, he constructed a successful striking clock in about 1752.  He introduced the striking clock to America.  He made it himself, entirely of wood.  The clock kept perfect time for more than 40 years.  His model for the clock was the mechanism of a watch someone lent to him.  The clock was still running at the time of his death.  
In 1787, a Quaker neighbor lent Banneker some texts on astronomy and instruments, and he taught himself the skills necessary to produce his almanac.  Banneker also saw some service in surveying the national capital.  He was also the first African-American presidential appointee in the United States and helped design the Washington, D.C. we know today.  When plans for the project disappeared, Banneker reproduced them entirely from memory.  Although Banneker was not well and could not work in the field, he did function as an assistant to George Ellicot in the survey of the ten-mile square of the District of Columbia, from early February to the end of April 1791, when he returned to his farm.  
When Thomas Jefferson stated that “Blacks are inferior to Whites”, Benjamin Banneker wrote him a 12-page letter that caused him to change his mind on the subject.

Benjamin Banneker proved that “The color of the skin is in no way connected with strength of the mind or intellectual powers.”
