BLACK HISTORY MONTH

QUICK FACTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Langston Hughes (1902-1967), was a writer of poems, books, plays and songs.  Everything he wrote was about African-Americans…about their joys, their sorrows, their achievement and their losses.  Most were done with warmth and humor.  Mullato was the first play by a black author to be a long-run Broadway hit.  It opened at the Vanderbilt Theatre on October 24, 1935, and played continuously until December 9, 1937.  The poet and author was born James Mercer Langston Hughes in Joplin, Missouri, and graduated from Lincoln University, Pennsylvania.  He published ten volumes of poetry; more than sixty short stories; a number of dramas, operas, and anthologies; as well as two autobiographies, The Big Seas (1940) and I Wonder as I Wander (1956).  Hughes created the black folk character Jesse B. Simple, and wrote about him in 
Simple Speaks His Mind (1950), and Simple Stakes a Claim (1957).  
At the age of 19, he published his first work, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” and it appeared in the “Crisis,” the NAACP magazine.  Langston won the Harmon Award for Literature for his first novel --- “Not Without Laughter.”  

In his lifetime he published 10 volumes of poetry, numerous short stories and anthologies, children’s books, song lyrics and plays.  As an established writer, he created theater groups in Harlem, Los Angeles and Chicago and wrote plays to be performed there.

In 1960, the NAACP presented him with the Spingarn Medal and declared him the “Poet Laureate of the Negro Race.”  
