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BALD EAGLE NEST CAMERAS NOW ON-LINE Bartlesville, OK (March 13, 2006). Have you ever wished you could be a bird, even a Bald Eagle for a day?  How about for a nesting season?  Would you like to see young eagles in nests that are located right here in Oklahoma?  While we can’t take you soaring through the sky above the Arkansas River with the Bald Eagles (yet), the Sutton Avian Research Center can give you a live and intimate peek into the “nest” life of our national bird and symbol of freedom.  Sutton Center personnel recently connected a video camera aimed at an active Bald Eagle nest which contains two lively young eagles.  The camera that peers into the nest is state-of-the-art and connects through modern media transmission systems to bring highly detailed live video images to the Internet and Oklahoma classrooms.  The power and quality of this video is unsurpassed in the application of remote wildlife viewing. The camera, capable of remote pan, tilt, zoom, and focus functions, also transmits live sounds from the nest.  The video images will be used for instruction, research, or personal entertainment without restriction other than credit for the center.  Commercial uses, other than acknowledgments of the projects' co-sponsors, can't be allowed.  A second eagle nest camera, or nest cam, will come online in the near future, and plans for placing video cameras on the nests of other species of Oklahoma birds are in the works.  Next eagle nesting season, beginning as early as September 2006, the center will begin video transmission earlier in the eagle nesting season.  Scenes from the nests could include eagle courtship, mating, nest building and repair, egg laying, and incubation behaviors, as well as the eaglet feeding, rearing and fledging stages, which are viewable now, and until the young eagles leave the nest at about 11 weeks of age.  The center will archive the video for research on eagle behavior and ecology.

Ordinarily most citizens would not have the opportunity to look into an eagle nest, especially with such detail as the nest cam provides.  Not only are the nests inaccessible, but to disturb an eagle nest is a felony.  The Sutton Center had to obtain restricted permits to set up the nest cam.  The young eagles in their nests may remain motionless for long periods of time, making the nest cam images appear “frozen”.  The eaglets are conserving their energy while they are very young.  With each passing day they will become more active and eventually begin flapping their wings.  

The six-foot wide Bald Eagle nest that sports the new camera is near Tulsa, along the Arkansas River in a large cottonwood tree, some 60 dizzying feet above the ground, and is "guarded" by thick vines of poison ivy all the way up to the nest.  The nest is located on land owned by the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, a nest camera project cooperator; the second eagle nest planned for video equipment is on private land just a few miles away.  Signals from the high resolution photo-electric camera system, engineered by Atlas Computers of Owasso, are transmitted to a nearby tower owned by project cooperator Sprint/Nextel.  The signal then goes through project partner OneNet, the official digital signal and transmission services provider for Oklahoma schools and government.  As with most modern technology, glitches can occur.  If for some reason the nest cam is “down”, check back in a few hours to see if the image is available again.  And remember, these amazing images are coming to your computer from high atop trees by cameras, hidden amongst the branches and leaves, that send signals to cellular towers and onward.  
The G. M. Sutton Avian Research Center has been conducting avian (bird) research, conservation, and educational projects since 1983, and is situated southwest of Bartlesville.  The Center's premier project was the successful release of 325 Bald Eagles that were reared from eggs taken in Florida, transported to Oklahoma and incubated under bantam hens and in incubators, fed with puppet bald eagle heads from behind one-way glass, and released on towers in 5 southeastern states, including Oklahoma.  Ninety young eagles were released at three sites in Oklahoma from 1985-1990.  Over the years, the Oklahoma population of nesting Bald Eagles increased from no known nesting pairs to 55 pairs producing 56 young in 2005. In addition, some of the eagles released in Oklahoma spread to Kansas and Texas and other nearby states to nest.  Other states where the center released eagles have experienced similar nesting eagle population increases to the point that the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently proposed taking the eagle off the List of Endangered and Threatened Species where it has been listed since 1967.  The spread and increase of nesting Bald Eagles in Oklahoma from none to 55 pairs supports the removal of this species from the list.  The Sutton Center is confident that the birds the cameras are watching today are either eagles the Sutton Center released or the progeny of those released eagles.

The Sutton Center continues to monitor the numbers of Oklahoma's nesting eagles with continuing help from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, private landowners, birders, and others interested in the species, with financial help from the center's many donors, and the tireless and unpaid work of many volunteers.  Along with the nest cam and eagle nesting population studies, the Sutton Center has a school- auditorium styled, avian education project with trained live birds, is removing and marking fences in western Oklahoma to protect and conserve the disappearing Lesser Prairie-Chicken, is continuing a long, multi-year project on prairie-chicken ecological studies using radio-telemetry, is finalizing the results of a five year long study of declining, prairie song birds, has coordinated and published the results of many years of breeding bird censuses in atlas form (The Oklahoma Breeding Bird Atlas), and is gathering winter data for a companion volume as the winter bird atlas of Oklahoma.

To access the live video feed go to the Sutton Center's website, www.suttoncenter.org, and follow the link to the nest cam video.  The Sutton Avian Research Center is a non-profit organization affiliated with the Oklahoma Biological Survey and the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Oklahoma. (www.okbiosurvey.ou.edu)
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An adult Bald Eagle tends her Tulsa nest, photo courtesy of Nils Neubauer.  The nest and her young eagles are now viewable live on the internet by accessing the website of the G.M. Sutton Avian Research Center, www.suttoncenter.org, and following the website’s links. 
