
3.16 CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING 

3.16.1 Purpose 

This policy sets standards to award credit earned outside an institution of higher 
education, usually through life experiences or other non-credit education. 

3.16.2 Credit for Prior Learning Standards 

A. Students eligible to receive credit for prior learning must be enrolled or 
eligible to re-enroll at the institution awarding the credit. 

B. Credit awarded to a student for prior learning must be validated by 
successful completion of 12 or more semester hours at the awarding 
institution before being placed on the student's official transcript.  An 
institutional policy exception to this provision must be approved by the 
institution’s President or their designee. 

C. State System institutions awarding credit for prior learning shall review 
and validate the learning on an individual basis using State Regents’ 
recognized or approved methods.  The following publications and methods 
for awarding credit for prior learning include, but are not limited to: 

1. ACE Guide to Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed 
Forces, National Guide to College Credit for Workforce Training, and 
ACE recommendations of college credit by examination, as well as 
ACE credit recommendations on the Joint Service Transcript, and 
other publications as recommended by ACE. 

2. Use of the systemwide assessment inventory of industry, technical, 
and other assessments associated with a Military MOS/Navy 
Rating/Air Force Specialty Code that have been evaluated for college 
credit.  Evaluation of the student’s military service school transcripts 
or training documents. 

3. The University of the State of New York’s National College Credit 
Recommendation Service . 

4. Standardized examinations (e.g., AP, CLEP, DANTES, etc.). 

5. Degree-relevant credit for prior learning awarded and transcripted by 
other institutions accredited as degree-granting institutions. 

6. Assessment of individual student portfolios using CAEL  or other 
standardized guidelines. 

7. Courses delivered on the main campus and transcripted by the OSSM.  
OSSM offers a high-level curriculum delivered by faculty possessing 
graduate degrees in the content area of instruction and has highly 
competitive admission criteria.  OSSM has a legislatively mandated 
statewide mission, and a legislatively prescribed board of trustees 
which requires scientists, mathematicians, and those who hold 
graduate degrees as members.  Institutional faculty shall annually 
review and approve OSSM credit for prior learning.  Each institution 
shall provide information on its website specifying which courses 
have been reviewed for college credit.  All other Oklahoma public and 
private high schools may use AP and concurrent enrollment 



opportunities, similar to the OSSM satellite campuses connected to a 
school district. 

8. Higher-Level courses in the International Baccalaureate Organization 
Diploma Program. 

9. Institutionally prepared assessments developed by qualified faculty 
with content expertise. 

10. Use of the systemwide credit for prior learning technical assessment 
inventory of evaluated industry recognized, non-collegiate instruction 
programs, such as those for apprenticeships, certification, or 
professional licensure. 

a. Apprenticeship: Apprenticeship is a combination of on-the-
job training and related technical instruction in which 
workers learn the practical and theoretical aspects of a highly 
skilled occupation.  Apprenticeship programs may be 
sponsored by individual employers, joint employer and labor 
groups, and/or employer associations. 

b. Certification: Certification (usually by a third-party industry 
group) is a designation that is obtained once the student is 
qualified to perform a particular task or job.  Certification 
differs from licensure in that certification is an employment 
qualification and not a legal requirement for practicing a 
profession. 

c. Professional Licensure: “Permission to practice” granted by 
a governmental entity.  Licensure is a legal status.  
Professional licensure restricts practice of the profession to 
individuals who have met specific qualifications in 
education, professional experience, and/or have successfully 
passed an examination. 

D. Neither the ACT nor the SAT shall be used by State System institutions 
for awarding credit. 

E. Credit awarded for prior learning may be applied to a degree program 
meeting the requirements of the institution conferring the degree. 

F. Credit awarded for prior learning (number of semester hours and level) 
shall not exceed HLC standards and ACE recommendations. 

G. Examination scores, used to validate prior learning, must meet or exceed 
the minimums recommended by ACE for national examinations, at least a 
four (on a seven-point scale) in the Higher-Level course in the 
International Baccalaureate Organization Diploma Program, and a grade 
level of C or better for locally developed examinations that validate non-
technical coursework.  Cutoff scores for locally developed and 
administered advanced standing examinations shall be established by 
means of standard setting examinations. 

H. The institutional procedures used to validate prior learning must be 
objective to the extent that external evaluators would reach the same 
conclusion. 



I. Institutions shall only award credit for prior learning in programs for 
which they are approved to offer by the State Regents.  Institutions shall 
assign their own course title and number to the credit awarded and the 
neutral grades of pass (P) or satisfactory (S) shall be used to designate 
credit awarded for prior learning.  Conventional letter grades shall not be 
used.  All awarded credit for prior learning shall be appropriately 
identified by source on the transcript. 

J. Institutional charges for evaluating prior learning, by means other than 
nationally developed examination, shall be based upon the actual costs of 
the evaluations.  Charges for administration and recording of credit for 
prior learning based on nationally developed examinations shall be at the 
rate established by the national testing agency for the particular test.  No 
other charges shall be made for the administration or recording of this 
credit. 

K. Credit for prior learning, once recorded at a State System institution, is 
transferable on the same basis as if the credit had been earned through 
regular study at the awarding institution. 

3.16.3 Credit for Military Service 

Each institution granting credit for military service pursuant to the OMTI for 
military service members shall follow the additional guidelines below. 

A. Institutions shall establish an internal approval process at all appropriate 
levels for evaluation of military training courses and/or military 
occupational specialties and skill levels. 

B. Institutions shall designate an appropriate person to submit articulations 
for specific military training courses and/or occupations and skill leveling 
into the OMTI using the following guidelines: 

1. Only those articulations that have been approved by the appropriate 
entities on campus should be submitted. 

2. Articulations entered for an institution should adhere to all 
institutional policies on CPL and Military CPL. 

3. Articulations should be reviewed on a regular schedule as determined 
by the institution. 

3.16.4 Oversight and Evaluation 

A. As required by 70 O.S. § 3207.1(C), “institutions of higher education 
within The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education shall not require 
an Advanced Placement Exam score of more than three, except the 
requirement of an Advanced Placement Exam score of more than three 
shall be permitted for granting additional course credit for a lower division 
course or courses sequenced with the initial lower division course.  Credit 
policy regarding all Advanced Placement Exams shall be posted on 
campus websites effective for the 2021-22 fall academic term and for each 
academic term thereafter.  The institutions of higher education within The 
Oklahoma State System of Higher Education shall conduct biennial 
reviews of their Advanced Placement credit policy.  The Oklahoma State 
System of Higher Education shall report noncompliance by December1 
each year.” 

https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?id=436032&hits=


B. It is the intent of the Legislature that in establishing the minimum required 
score on a CLEP examination for granting course credit for a particular 
lower division course, institutions of higher education within The 
Oklahoma State System of Higher Education shall not require a score 
higher than the minimum score recommended by a nonprofit higher 
education association that makes recommendations on college-level 
equivalencies.  Provided, however, the President of the institution may 
determine, based on evidence, that a higher score on the examination is 
necessary to indicate that a student is sufficiently prepared to be successful 
in a related, more advanced course for which the lower division course is 
a prerequisite.  Institutions shall post on campus websites their CLEP 
examination policy effective for the 2023-2024 academic year and for 
each academic year thereafter. 

C. State Regent System institutions may not require a CLEP score higher than 
the minimum score recommended by the ACE.  The President or designee 
of the institution may determine that a higher score on the examination is 
necessary to indicate that a student is sufficiently prepared to be successful 
in a related, more advanced course for which the course is a prerequisite.  
Institutions must post their CLEP policies on their websites. 

D. Institutions will report all credit awarded for prior learning using the 
unitized data system. 

 

Approved July 24, 1972.  Revised July 28, 1975; October 23, 1985; February 8, 1995; January 29, 2015, 
May 27, 2016; December 10, 2021; September 7, 2023; December 5, 2024.  
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