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NASFAA Comments on Draft 2015-16 FAFSA 
 

Page Item 
FAFSA Question and/or Suggested 

Change (additions are shown in bold, 
deletions are in strikeout) 

Comments 

N/A IRS DRT 
Qualifying 
Questions 

Did you file an amended tax return 
(1040X)? 

On FAFSA on the Web (FOTW), in order to determine if the 
IRS data retrieval (DRT) tool can be used, students and 
parents are prompted with preliminary questions, including 
one asking if they have amended their taxes. A significant 
portion of applicants erroneously indicate that they have 
filed an amended tax return, thus precluding their use of the 
IRS DRT. Revised wording defining the meaning of 
amending taxes, stated in terms of having filed a 1040X, 
may clarify this question and help parents/students choose 
their answer correctly. 

N/A IRS DRT 
Qualifying 
Questions 

Based on your response, we recommend 
that you transfer your information from the 
IRS into this FAFSA. This timesaving 
process may satisfy tax documentation 
requirements at your school. 

The current wording does not encourage use of the IRS 
DRT in strong enough language, nor does it explain the 
benefits to the FAFSA filer of using the DRT. 

3 24,25 Highest school completed by Parent 1 
Highest school completed by Parent 2 

The concept of Parent 1 and Parent 2 is first introduced in 
questions 24 and 25, yet the explanation of who is 
considered a parent for FAFSA purposes doesn’t appear 
until the instructions before question 59. We recommend 
instructions or a cross-reference to instructions be added to 
questions 24 and 25. 

3 26 High school diploma, or foreign school 
equivalent 

Question #26 should have an option for ‘Foreign High 
School Credential.’ Although there is a “foreign country” 
option in the following questions about the location of the 
school where the high school diploma was earned, many 
applicants with foreign credentials are unaware that they 
should select “high school diploma” in the preceding 
screening question.  

 


