December 13, 2010

Dr. Julie Angle, NBCT

Secondary Science Education Coordinator

College of Education

Oklahoma State University

RE: NSF DR K-12 proposal: (SPIRIT) Science Partnerships to Inspire Research and Innovative Teaching 
Dear Dr. Angle,
[Name of science teacher interested in participating in the SPIRIT program], has expressed a sincere interest in participating in the Oklahoma State University SPIRIT program as a way to strengthen his/her teaching and increase student learning. Thus, the [Place the name of your school district] is pleased to write this letter of commitment to collaborate with the College of Education and the College of Arts and Sciences at Oklahoma State University in the SPIRIT program. 
I understand the SPIRIT program is expected to fund summer research and mentoring opportunities for 5 high school science teachers and 10 students each year for 5 years. [Name of science teacher] has demonstrated a sincere interest in the SPIRIT program – the opportunity to attend the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair, and participation in the six-week summer research experience and year-long mentoring. In turn, [Name of science teacher] will teach and mentor students in science research and coach their participation in the Regional Science and Engineering Fair, the Oklahoma Junior Academy of Science (OJAS), and the Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS) competitions, attend professional development follow-up days on the OSU campus, and serve as a mentor to an OSU pre-service science teacher during the spring semester. [Personalize in 1-2 sentences to explain how this program could increase student learning in YOUR school district based on student demographics -- not just those students selected to participate in the summer research experience, but for all of the students in the SPIRIT teacher’s classes.  You might mention expected benefits such as how it could increase state test scores or advance STEM career options.] 
I fully support [Name of science teacher] as a candidate for the SPIRIT mentoring program.  This collaborative experience with OSU research and education faculty will strengthen science teachers’ knowledge and skills while advancing student achievement and STEM career options.  [Personalize the closing sentence.] 
Sincerely,

Administrator’s name and Title

School

School District

Town, Oklahoma

