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June 28, 2013 

Dear School Leader:
As educators, we want students to leave school ready to pursue their dreams. We want them to be college ready, so they have the best chance for future success.

That’s why we’re inviting your district to participate in the Spring 2014 ACT District Choice in-School Testing program (often called DCST). When you enable your 11th- and 12th-grade students to take the ACT® college readiness assessment at your school on a school day, you give them the opportunity to assess their academic skills and level of college readiness. For some students, the experience may help them realize they are capable of doing college-level coursework. Participating in DCST can open a world of possibilities for your students by increasing their access to higher education opportunities. 
Your participation in the ACT District Choice in-School Testing program sends a strong message to students and their families that education after high school is important, and that all students should strive toward that goal. Since the DCST program began in 2007, students in more than 30 states have been able to earn college-reportable ACT scores by taking the test in their own classrooms.  Each year, local and state officials across the country tell us about students who decide to go to college after they receive their ACT scores. 
With the ACT District Choice in-School Testing program, your students:
· Are tested on what they are actually learning in school—they’ve already been preparing for the ACT with their high school curriculum
· Take the test during a regular school day and don’t have to travel to a test site on the weekend
· Are exempt from the photo upload requirement 
· Feel less stress in a familiar environment surrounded by familiar faces
· Receive college admissions scores that are accepted by all 4-year colleges and universities in the United States
· May request scores to be sent to as many as four colleges and universities when completing the noncognitive portion of their answer document during the pretest session
· Get personalized information to make future college and career decisions
· May choose to provide information that may help identify opportunities for college admissions and scholarships
You will also benefit from districtwide data to assess your students’ academic achievement and college readiness levels, inform curriculum decisions, and advise students.
We hope you will consider participating in the ACT District Choice in-School Testing program. Please see the back of this letter for more details.
To RSVP for Spring 2014 ACT District Choice in-School Testing complete the online form at act.org/dcst2014.

Thank you,
Cari Lousch
cari.lousch@act.org
(319) 541-3836

ACT District Choice in-School Testing Program, Spring 2014
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Your Role
As District Assessment Coordinator, you will be our primary contact for your district’s participation in the ACT District Choice in-School Testing program. During the initial implementation phase, we ask that you serve as the liaison between your schools, district officials, and ACT. During subsequent phases of the program (school establishment, training, materials delivery, administration, and some post-exam activities) we will work directly with the schools, although from time to time, we may ask for your help if we have difficulty getting responses from a particular school. At the completion of testing, we will send you an invoice based on the number of students you tested and the type of test you decide to administer, along with district-level reports.

Cost
The price for the ACT District Choice in-School Testing is $36.50 or $52.50 for the ACT Plus Writing. All of the participating schools in your district need to select the same test type (the ACT or the ACT Plus Writing) and test during the same testing window (March or April.)  The district will receive a single invoice for all students who test at participating schools after the tests have been processed.

Test Dates for the ACT District Choice 
in-School Testing Program

March Test Date
Tuesday, 3/18/2014 (initial test date)
Tuesday, 4/01/2014 (makeup test date)
Tuesday, 3/18 – Tuesday 4/01 (accommodations window)
OR
April Test Date
Wednesday, 4/23/2014 (initial test date)
Wednesday, 5/07/2014 (makeup test date)
Wednesday, 4/23 – Wednesday, 5/7 (accommodations window)









Program Decisions
Choose from two test dates.  Before you choose a test date, consult your school schedules. The most common conflicts are due to spring breaks and schools not being able to receive materials. While not all of the schools in your district have to participate, all participating schools must test during the district-selected test window, either in March or April. The secure shipments for the initial test dates are sent 1 or 2 weeks prior to test dates, and the materials for the makeup shipments are delivered the week between the initial test date and the makeup test date.   

Choose from two test options. All participating schools in your district must test using the same testing option, either the ACT or ACT Plus Writing.
  
Next Steps
Talk with District Officials. Start now so you have enough time to get approvals before the document deadlines listed below. Deadlines will not be extended. Deadline Extended!  Contact Cari for more information information.


RSVP by July 15, 2013. Complete the online form at act.org/dcst2014 by this date if you intend to participate in the Spring 2014 DCST program. If you want to participate but still need approval by district officials, please contact ACT and let us know that you want to participate. You are not fully committed at this stage. 

Once we receive your completed online form, we will help answer your questions and make sure you have all the necessary paperwork to proceed. Eligibility deadline remains 8/9


Send a List of Eligible Schools by August 9, 2013–After you RSVP by completing the online form, ACT will send instructions on how to sign up to participate in District Choice in-School Testing, along with instructions on how to submit names of schools in your district that will participate in this program. The school names should be provided to ACT only when you have district agreement.
 
If you have questions about the ACT District Choice in-School Testing Program, contact: 
Lorri Jensen 
lorri.jensen@act.org 
319.339.3093.
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