TITLE 610.  STATE REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

CHAPTER 25.  STUDENT FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

RULEMAKING ACTION: 


Notice of proposed PERMANENT rulemaking

PROPOSED RULES:


Subchapter 23. Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP)

610:25-23-3.  Applications [AMENDED]


610:25-23-4.
  Program requirements [AMENDED]


610:25-23-5.  Securing OHLAP benefits [AMENDED]


610:25-23-7.  Payment of awards; policies and limitations [AMENDED]
SUMMARY:  


The proposed amendments would make the following changes:

· For the purpose of calculating required grade point averages (GPA) for OHLAP participants, all courses except fine arts or speech courses that are transcripted with a pass/fail grade shall be assigned a grade level of “D” or the lowest passing grade assigned by the high school.  While pass/fail grades are relatively rare on high school transcripts, such grades are at times used by high schools when transcripting courses for which the school has not had responsibility (courses transferred in from non-accredited schools, courses which the student has “tested out of”, or home-school courses).  
· Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP applications mailed by individuals to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education must be postmarked no later than June 30.  This amendment further clarifies current administrative practice.
· To be eligible for the Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP scholarship, participating students must be residents of Oklahoma both at the time of application to the program and at the time the student graduates from high school.  This amendment addresses situations where a student enrolls in the Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP program in the 8th, 9th or 10th grade as an Oklahoma resident but then moves out of state prior to graduating from high school.  The amendment clarifies that if the student graduates from an out-of-state school as a nonresident of Oklahoma, the student is not eligible for the scholarship.

· The fine arts curricular requirement for Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP may be satisfied through a “set of competencies” as defined by the high school and consistent with state law.  This amendment mirrors language in the Achieving Classroom Excellence (“ACE”) Act of 2005. The ACE Act included statutory language that makes the default “college preparatory/work ready” high school graduation curriculum virtually identical to the Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP curriculum requirements for students graduating in 2010 and thereafter.
· The Oklahoma’s Promise-OHLAP award paid to students attending private/independent institutions or career-technology centers will be based on the average undergraduate tuition at comparable state system institutions.  This amendment further clarifies current administrative practice.
AUTHORITY:  


70 O.S. §2601 et seq.; 70 O.S. §3206 (i); Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
COMMENT PERIOD:  


Interested persons may submit written and oral comments to Nancy E. Connally, Assistant General Counsel, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, 655 Research Parkway, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK, 73104, by 5:00 p.m., March 5, 2007.
PUBLIC HEARING:  


A public hearing has not been scheduled; however, one can be requested by contacting Nancy E. Connally, Assistant General Counsel, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, 655 Research Parkway, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK, 73104 by 5:00 p.m., March 5, 2007.

REQUESTS FOR COMMENTS FROM BUSINESS ENTITIES:


N/A
COPIES OF PROPOSED RULES:  


Copies of proposed rules may be obtained at the Office of the Chancellor, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, 655 Research Parkway, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK, 73104.

RULE IMPACT STATEMENT:  


Copies of the rule impact statement may be obtained at the Office of the Chancellor, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, 655 Research Parkway, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK, 73104 on and after February 5, 2007.

CONTACT PERSON:  


Nancy E. Connally, Assistant General Counsel, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, (405) 225-9335.
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