Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant Program

Application Process for Undocumented Immigrant Students

2005-2006 Award Year

Application Process

· Applicants complete the FAFSA (English or Spanish version)

· First-time applicants complete the OTAG Application for Undocumented Immigrants

· Upon establishing eligibility as a qualified undocumented immigrant, applicants will not be required to complete the additional OTAG form in subsequent years; however, a FAFSA must be submitted to OTAG annually in order to determine the current EFC

· First-time applicants attending private colleges and universities or career technology centers will be required to provide along with their completed FAFSA and OTAG application a notarized Affidavit of Intent and a copy of their high school transcript or GED high school diploma 

· Upon establishing eligibility as a qualified undocumented immigrant, applicants will not be required to continue to submit these documents when they apply for OTAG award consideration in subsequent years

· Applicants attending public colleges and universities do not have to provide to OTAG an Affidavit of Intent (required by Oklahoma statute for undocumented immigrants) since their school will already be collecting the required documentation for admissions/in-state tuition purposes.  OTAG will assume that if a public college or university confirms enrollment, the required documentation is on file in the appropriate office on campus.

· Application receipt date will be recorded by OTAG

· Instead of mailing the FAFSA to the Federal Student Aid Programs, the completed FAFSA and OTAG Application form will be mailed directly to OTAG

· Applicants must meet the April 30, 2005 deadline for best consideration and June 30, 2005 final deadline for receipt of applications.  If a school or organization provides the service of forwarding applications to OTAG on behalf of students, they will need to be mindful that the date received by OTAG is the date that counts.

· The date the FAFSA and OTAG Application form are first received by OTAG will be the OTAG application receipt date.  As with applications received from the federal application system, later receipt of corrections will not affect the application receipt date originally recorded by OTAG.

· Applicants may or may not have a SSN.  For those who do not, OTAG will create an ID

· OTAG will advise applicants of their unique OTAG ID and will advise them to use it for subsequent OTAG applications until they receive a valid SSN

· The assigned OTAG ID will be nine numeric characters beginning with 899-00-0000

· If an applicant being tracked by OTAG under an assigned ID subsequently acquires a SSN, OTAG will update their award history and begin tracking the applicant under their valid SSN

· Upon becoming a U. S. Citizen or eligible non-citizen, the student will discontinue applying for OTAG award consideration under the undocumented immigrant application process and will use the federal application system to apply for OTAG
Data Processing/Eligibility Determination

· OTAG will review the application data for completeness and eligibility and will contact the applicant directly for any additional information or clarifications needed

· While an exception to the OTAG eligibility rules for citizenship status is being made OTAG, other OTAG eligibility requirements such as demonstration of financial need, Oklahoma residency, satisfactory academic progress, at least part-time enrollment, enrollment in a program leading to a degree or certificate, not being incarcerated still apply

· Ineligible applicants will be notified of their status and the reason(s) why they are ineligible

· Eligible applicants who cannot be awarded due to lack of available funding will be notified of their unfunded status

· OTAG will use the EFC calculator provided by the College Board (www.collegeboard.org) to determine the applicant’s EFC

Reporting

· As in 2004-2005, OTAG reporting for undocumented immigrants will be a separate process managed with Excel spreadsheets

· An Undocumented Immigrants Awarded Applicants Report will be provided to institutions 

· Since undocumented immigrants are not eligible for Title IV federal student financial aid funding, institutions will not be asked to report “packaged” status 

· Institutions will be asked to confirm that the student is enrolled and to confirm FT or PT status

· Based on the institution’s confirmation of enrollment status on the Undocumented Immigrants Awarded Applicants Report, a Disbursement Report will be issued and funds forwarded to the institution

· If an awarded student does not receive OTAG funds in the fall semester, their awarded status will be maintained, and they will appear on the institution’s spring semester Undocumented Immigrants Awarded Applicants Report and will be identified as “not disbursed” in fall
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